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John  
the 

Baptist 
 

His life in words and images 
linked to the  

stained glass narrative 
of his life in 

the parish church of 
St John the Baptist, 

Frome Selwood 
 



The passages of scripture are taken from the 
NIV translation of Matthew, Mark, Luke  & 
John’s Gospels. 
 
The various clipart images come from a wide 
range of sources and are suitable for colour-
ing in by children (of all ages). 
 
The detailed sketches are drawn from the 
Archives held at Frome St John the Baptist 
parish church. They are the sketches made 
by the Hardman company for the stained 
glass sequence in the nave of the church 
that was installed in the 1860’s. The present 
glass in the nave dates from the 1920’s and 
is by the Kempe company but based on the 
original Hardman designs. A walk around the 
nave will allow identification of the similari-
ties and differences. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We celebrate the skills of artists and 
craftsmen who have enriched our 
church in the use of wood, glass, met-
al, stone, embroidery and other crafts 
and skills. 
 
For centuries, when few could read, 
the work of such craftsmen (and 
women) was known as 
 

“The Poor Man's Bible”  
 
         as it was the visual means by 
which people were reminded of the 
people and events recorded in scrip-
ture. 
 
This booklet is the first in a series ex-
ploring the scriptural (and other) im-
agery to be found in the parish church 
of St John the Baptist in Frome. 
 



In the time of Herod king of Judea there was 
a priest named Zechariah, who belonged to 
the priestly division of Abijah; his wife Eliza-
beth was also a descendant of Aaron. Both of 
them were righteous in the sight of God, ob-
serving all the Lord’s commands and decrees 
blamelessly. But they were childless because 
Elizabeth was not able to conceive, and they 
were both very old. 



 Once when Zechariah’s division was on duty and 
he was serving as priest before God, he was cho-
sen by lot, according to the custom of the priest-
hood, to go into the temple of the Lord and burn 
incense. And when the time for the burning of in-
cense came, all the assembled worshipers were 
praying outside. 
 
Then an angel of the Lord appeared to him, 
standing at the right side of the altar of incense. 
When Zechariah saw him, he was startled and 
was gripped with fear.  
 
But the angel said to him:  
 “Do not be afraid, Zechariah; your prayer has 
been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a 
son, and you are to call him John. He will be a joy 
and delight to you, and many will rejoice because 
of his birth, for he will be great in the sight of the 
Lord.  
 He is never to take wine or other fermented 
drink, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit 
even before he is born.  
 He will bring back many of the people of Isra-
el to the Lord their God. And he will go on before 
the Lord, in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn 
the hearts of the parents to their children and the 
disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous—to 
make ready a people prepared for the Lord.” 
 
 
 
Window no 1 of the Kempe series ———————> 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God.  He was with God in the be-
ginning.  Through him all things were made; without him 
nothing was made that has been made. In him was life, 
and that life was the light of all mankind. The light shines 
in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 
 
There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 
He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so 
that through him all might believe. He himself was not 
the light; he came only as a witness to the light. 
 
The true light that gives light to everyone was coming in-
to the world. He was in the world, and though the world 
was made through him, the world did not recognize him. 
He came to that which was his own, but his own did not 
receive him. Yet to all who did receive him, to those who 
believed in his name, he gave the right to become chil-
dren of God— children born not of natural descent, nor of 
human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God. 
 
The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. 
We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only 
Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
 
John testified concerning him. He cried out, saying, “This 
is the one I spoke about when I said, ‘He who comes af-
ter me has surpassed me because he was before me.’” 
 
Out of his fullness we have all received grace in place of 
grace already given. For the law was given through Mo-
ses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one 
has ever seen God, but the one and only Son, who is 
himself God and is in closest relationship with the Father, 
has made him known. 



Window no 10 of the Kempe series 
 
John’s disciples came and took his body and bur-
ied it.  Then they went and told Jesus. 



At that time Mary got ready and hurried to a 
town in the hill country of Judea, where she en-
tered Zechariah’s home and greeted Elizabeth.  
 

When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the baby 
leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth was filled with 
the Holy Spirit. In a loud voice she exclaimed:  
 “Blessed are you among women, and 
blessed is the child you will bear! But why am I 
so favoured, that the mother of my Lord should 
come to me? As soon as the sound of your greet-
ing reached my ears, the baby in my womb 

Window no 9 of the Kempe series 



Prompted by her mother, she said,  
 “Give me here on a platter the head of John 
the Baptist.”  
The king was distressed, but because of his oaths 
and his dinner guests, he ordered that her re-
quest be granted and had John beheaded in the 
prison. 
 
His head was brought in on a platter and given to 
the girl, who carried it to her mother.  

Window no 2 of the Kempe series  



leaped for joy. Blessed is she who has believed 
that the Lord would fulfil his promises to her!” 
 
And Mary said: 
 
“My soul glorifies the Lord 
and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour, 
for he has been mindful 
    of the humble state of his servant. 
From now on all generations will call me 
blessed, 
for the Mighty One has done great things for me 
- holy is his name. 
His mercy extends to those who fear him, 
    from generation to generation. 
He has performed mighty deeds with his arm; 
    he has scattered those who are proud in their 
inmost thoughts. 
He has brought down rulers from their thrones 
    but has lifted up the humble. 
He has filled the hungry with good things 
    but has sent the rich away empty. 
He has helped his servant Israel, 
    remembering to be merciful 
to Abraham and his descendants forever, 
    just as he promised our ancestors.” 
 
Mary stayed with Elizabeth for about three 
months and then returned home. 
 
[The words in italics above are known as the Magnificat 
and are part of the daily service of Evening Prayer] 

 

Finally the opportune time came. On his birthday 
Herod gave a banquet for his high officials and 
military commanders and the leading men of Gal-
ilee.  
The daughter of Herodias danced for the guests 
and pleased Herod and his dinner guests.  
The king said to the girl,  
 “Ask me for anything you want, and I’ll give 
it to you.”  
And he promised her with an oath,  
 “Whatever you ask I will give you, up to half 
my kingdom.” 



sent his disciples to ask him,  
 “Are you the one who is to come, or should 
we expect someone else?” 
 
Jesus replied,  
 “Go back and report to John what you hear 
and see: The blind receive sight, the lame walk, 
those who have leprosy are cleansed, the deaf 
hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is 
proclaimed to the poor. Blessed is anyone who 
does not stumble on account of me.” 
 
As John’s disciples were leaving, Jesus began to 
speak to the crowd about John:  
 
 “What did you go out into the wilderness to 
see? A reed swayed by the wind?  
 If not, what did you go out to see? A man 
dressed in fine clothes? No, those who wear fine 
clothes are in kings’ palaces.  
 Then what did you go out to see? A prophet?  
 Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet.  
 
This is the one about whom it is written: 
 
“‘I will send my messenger ahead of you, 
    who will prepare your way before you. 

When it was time for Elizabeth to have her baby, 
she gave birth to a son. Her neighbours and rela-
tives heard that the Lord had shown her great 
mercy, and they shared her joy. 
 
On the eighth day they came to circumcise the 
child, and they were going to name him after his 
father Zechariah, but his mother spoke up and 
said,  
 “No! He is to be called John.” 
 
They said to her,  
 “There is no one among your relatives who 
has that name.” 
 
Then they made 
signs to his father, to 
find out what he 
would like to name 
the child. He asked 
for a writing tablet, 
and to everyone’s 
astonishment he 
wrote, “His name is 
John.”  
 
Immediately his 
mouth was opened 
and his tongue set 
free, and he began to 
speak, praising God. 
All the neighbours 
were filled with awe, 
and throughout the 
hill country of Judea 
people were talking 
about all these 



things. Everyone who heard this wondered about 
it, asking, “What then is this child going to be?” 
For the Lord’s hand was with him. 
 
His father Zechariah was filled with the Holy 
Spirit and prophesied: 
 
“Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, because 
he has come to his people and redeemed them. 
He has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the 
house of his servant David (as he said through 
his holy prophets of long ago), 
salvation from our enemies and from the hand of 
all who hate us— 
to show mercy to our ancestors and to remem-
ber his holy covenant, the oath he swore to our 
father Abraham: 
to rescue us from the hand of our enemies, and 
to enable us to serve him without fear in holiness 
and righteousness before him all our days. 
 
And you, my child, will be called a prophet of the 
Most High; for you will go on before the Lord to 
prepare the way for him, 
to give his people the knowledge of salvation 
    through the forgiveness of their sins, 
because of the tender mercy of our God, by 
which the rising sun will come to us from heaven 
to shine on those living in darkness and in the 
shadow of death, to guide our feet into the path 
of peace.” 
 
[The words in italics above are known as the Benedictus 
and are part of the daily service of Morning Prayer] 

Window no 8 of the Kempe series 
 
After Jesus had finished instructing his twelve dis-
ciples, he went on from there to teach and preach 
in the towns of Galilee. When John, who was in 
prison, heard about the deeds of the Messiah, he 



 
Herod wanted to kill John, but he was afraid of 
the people, because they considered John a 
prophet.  
Herodias nursed a grudge against John and 
wanted to kill him. But she was not able to, be-
cause Herod feared John and protected him, 
knowing him to be a righteous and holy man. 
 
When Herod heard John, he was greatly puzzled; 
yet he liked to listen to him. 

Window no 3 of the Kempe series  



Window no 4 of the Kempe series  
 
 
 
And the child grew and became strong in spirit; 
and he lived in the wilderness until he appeared 
publicly to Israel. 

But when John rebuked Herod the tetrarch be-
cause of his marriage to Herodias, his brother’s 
wife, and all the other evil things he had done, 
Herod added this to them all: He locked John up 
in prison. 
<————–Window no 7 of the Kempe series 



In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Cae-
sar—  
 
when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea,  
 Herod tetrarch of Galilee,  
his brother Philip tetrarch of Iturea and Traconitis,  
 and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene—  
during the high-priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas,  
 
the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in 
the wilderness.  
 
He went into all the country around the Jordan, 
preaching a baptism of repentance for the for-
giveness of sins.  
 
As it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah 
the prophet: 
 
“A voice of one calling in the wilderness, 
‘Prepare the way for the Lord, 
    make straight paths for him. 
Every valley shall be filled in, 
    every mountain and hill made low. 
The crooked roads shall become straight, 
    the rough ways smooth. 
And all people will see God’s salvation.’” 



 
The whole Judean countryside and all the people of 
Jerusalem went out to him. Confessing their sins, 
they were baptized by him in the Jordan River. John 
wore clothing made of camel’s hair, with a leather 
belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild 
honey.  
 
 
 
 

Window no 5 of the Kempe series ———————> 

So they went and saw where he was staying, 
and they spent that day with him. It was 
about four in the afternoon. 
 
Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, was one of 
the two who heard what John had said and 
who had followed Jesus. The first thing An-
drew did was to find his brother Simon and 
tell him, “We have found the Messiah” (that 
is, the Christ).  And he brought him to Jesus. 
 
Now Jesus learned that the Pharisees had 
heard that he was gaining and baptizing 
more disciples than John— although in fact it 
was not Jesus who baptized, but his disci-
ples. So he left Judea and went back once 
more to Galilee. 



The next day John saw Jesus coming toward 
him and said,  
 “Look, the Lamb of God, who takes 
away the sin of the world! This is the one I 
meant when I said, ‘A man who comes after 
me has surpassed me because he was be-
fore me.’  I myself did not know him, but the 
reason I came baptizing with water was that 
he might be revealed to Israel.” 
 
Then John gave this testimony:  
 “I saw the Spirit come down from heav-
en as a dove and remain on him. And I my-
self did not know him, but the one who sent 
me to baptize with water told me, ‘The man 
on whom you see the Spirit come down and 
remain is the one who will baptize with the 
Holy Spirit.’  I have seen and I testify that 
this is God’s Chosen One.” 
 
The next day John was there again with two 
of his disciples. When he saw Jesus passing 
by, he said, “Look, the Lamb of God!” 
 
When the two disciples heard him say this, 
they followed Jesus. Turning around, Jesus 
saw them following and asked, “What do you 
want?” 
 
They said, “Rabbi” (which means “Teacher”), 
“where are you staying?” 
 
“Come,” he replied, “and you will see.” 
 



“What should we do then?” the crowd asked. 
 
John answered, “Anyone who has two shirts 
should share with the one who has none, and an-
yone who has food should do the same.” 

After this, Jesus and his disciples went out into 
the Judean countryside, where he spent some 
time with them, and baptized.  
 
Now John also was baptizing at Aenon near Salim, 
because there was plenty of water, and people 
were coming and being baptized.   
 
An argument developed between some of John’s 
disciples and a certain Jew over the matter of cer-
emonial washing. They came to John and said to 
him,  
 “Rabbi, that man who was with you on the 
other side of the Jordan—the one you testified 
about—look, he is baptizing, and everyone is go-
ing to him.” 
 
To this John replied,  
 “A person can receive only what is given 
them from heaven. You yourselves can testify 
that I said,  
   ‘I am not the Messiah but am sent ahead of 
him.’  
  The bride belongs to the bridegroom. The 
friend who attends the bridegroom waits and lis-
tens for him, and is full of joy when he hears the 
bridegroom’s voice. That joy is mine, and it is now 
complete. He must become greater; I must be-
come less.” 
 
 

 



Window no 6 of the Kempe series  

Even tax collectors came to be baptized.  
 “Teacher,” they asked, “what should we do?” 
 
“Don’t collect any more than you are required to,”  
 he told them. 
 
Then some soldiers asked him,  
 “And what should we do?” 
 
He replied,  
 “Don’t extort money and don’t accuse people 
falsely—be content with your pay.” 
 
The people were waiting expectantly and were all 
wondering in their hearts if John might possibly 
be the Messiah.  
 
Now this was John’s testimony when the Jewish 
leaders in Jerusalem sent priests and Levites to 
ask him who he was. He did not fail to confess, 
but confessed freely, “I am not the Messiah.” 
 
They asked him, “Then who are you? Are you Eli-
jah?” 
 
He said, “I am not.” 
 
“Are you the Prophet?” 
 
He answered, “No.” 
 
Finally they said, “Who are you? Give us an an-
swer to take back to those who sent us. What do 
you say about yourself?” 
 
John replied in the words of Isaiah the prophet, 
 “I am the voice of one calling in the wilder-
ness, ‘Make straight the way for the Lord.’” 



 
Now the Pharisees who had been sent questioned 
him,  
 “Why then do you baptize if you are not the 
Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 
 
 “I baptize with water,”  
John replied,  
 “but among you stands one you do not 
know. He is the one who comes after me, the 
straps of whose sandals I am not worthy to un-
tie.” 
 
This all happened at Bethany on the other side of 
the Jordan, where John was baptizing. 
 
And with many other words John exhorted the 
people and proclaimed the good news to them. 
 
 
When all the people were being baptized, Jesus 
was baptized too. And as he was praying, heaven 
was opened and the Holy Spirit descended on 
him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came 
from heaven:  
 “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I 
am well pleased.” 


